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Opening Speech by Ms Michelle Lim – Managing Director, Reed Exhibitions at the official opening of the 

Asia TV Forum & Market (ATF) | ScreenSingapore on Wednesday, 4 December 2013, Marina Bay Sands 

 

Dr Yaacob Ibrahim, Minister for Communications and Information  
Your Excellency,  

Distinguished Guests, Industry Partners, Media, Friends,  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

A very good morning to all. 

 

On behalf of everyone at Reed Exhibitions, I would like to warmly welcome you to the official opening of 

the Asia TV Forum & Market (ATF) and ScreenSingapore.  

 

This being our 14th edition of ATF and the 3rd for ScreenSingapore, I am glad to see so many familiar faces 

here today, content partners who have been with us through the years.  

 

To start-off, we have two new highlights that I’m excited to share with you.  They are ATF Animation Lab 

and MIPACADEMY. The idea behind these two initiatives is to create opportunities for collaborations as 

well as provide fresh perspectives through best practices and case-studies.   

 

ATF Animation Lab is a match making platform between Asian animation producers and international 

commissioners. It is designed to bring producers and commissioners together, to facilitate co-production 

and funding, as well as networking and exchange of ideas. The ATF Animation Lab was well-received, 

garnering 45 project submissions with 35 of them shortlisted. 

 

MIPACADEMY is produced by Reed Midem (producer of MIPCOM and MIPTV) and us, Reed Exhibitions 

Singapore, in collaboration with The Entertainment Master Class. It comprises of a full day of master 

classes on non-scripted formats and factual programming targeted at TV producers and executives.  With 

everything from deal-making to distribution, I’m sure there will be plenty of takeaways and I hope 

attendees will benefit with fresh insights. 

http://www.asiatvforum.com/
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 Over the years, ATF and ScreenSingapore has continuously evolved with industry to meet the needs of 

international and regional media companies. And indeed with each edition, the combined offering of TV 

and Film under one market has not only strengthened, it has brought about stronger content.  

 

This year, joining us at the market is a record number of 16 pavilions. With new entries from Indonesia, 

Russia, South Korea and Spain, the market will have an increase in overall TV and Film participation and we 

are expecting over 4,000 attendees across 60 countries. Among these are established names such as CBS 

Studios, Sony Pictures, MGM, NBC Universal, Paramount Pictures and The Walt Disney Company. 

 

The positive growth affirms our significance and it is certainly reassuring to know that we have the 

confidence of new participants, and the support and trust of the industry we serve. 

 

Today, ATF and ScreenSingapore has progressed beyond just an effective trading market to include an 

impressive portfolio of 28 conference sessions. Led by 69 industry experts, they represent both the east 

and west, ready to share their depth of knowledge and experiences with us. 

 

Many of you who were present at our pre-market conference yesterday, would have heard from Koh Lin-

Net, CEO of MDA, at her opening address and from key industry professionals such as Sunny Zhu, from the 

leading internet video company in China, Youku Tudou, Lee Soo Hui from StarHub, Vivien Yin from Star 

China, Summer Zheng from Zhejiang Satellite TV and Maggie Rhodes from National Geographic. And of 

course, Yu Dong, CEO and Founder of Bona Film Group who will be presenting today’s keynote, “What 

Makes China's Film Industry Tick: To Understanding Its Structure and Optimizing the Opportunities”.   

 

Participants can also look forward to a sponsored session by Village Roadshow Entertainment Group Asia, 

which focuses on the process of development to the distribution of Chinese films for the Mainland China 

market. Hear from our home-grown director Anthony Chen whose debut film Ilo Ilo is Singapore’s first to 

win Best Feature Film at Golden Horse Awards and Shekhar Kapur who is behind award-winning film 

Elizabeth, and the many prominent directors and producers of Asian box office successes.   

 

We hope many of you will be inspired by our speakers over the next three days. 
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Away from the business side of things, we have the red carpet festivities. Tonight, we are proud to have 

the world premiere of a Chinese action thriller Firestorm （风暴） and the pleasure of having the main 

cast-Andy Lau(劉 德 華) and Lam Ka Tung (林家栋) gracing the red carpet at Resorts World Theatre. 

 

We are also pleased to continue the partnership with Rendezvous with French Cinema, for the Southeast 

Asian premiere of a Sino-French co-production, The Nightingale（夜 茑）. Held tomorrow night at 

MasterCard Theatres at Marina Bay Sands, the red carpet will be led by the well-known French director 

Philippe Muyl and the Chinese cast Li Bao Tian (李保田), Li Xiao Ran (李小冉) and Yang Xin Yi (杨心仪). 

 

It has been very significant for us to bring about all of these exciting components and to be able to develop 

and support the Asian entertainment content industry in this meaningful way. I am positive that ATF and 

ScreenSingapore will remain as the definitive platform in Asia for media entertainment and content. 

 

On behalf of Reed Exhibitions, I would like to express our deepest appreciation to the Media Development 

Authority of Singapore, Board of ScreenSingapore and its Chairman Mr. Greg Coote, Singapore Tourism 

Board, supporting associations, embassies, partners and sponsors for your continued support and 

participation. 

 

To conclude, for many of you, there will be busy days ahead packed with meetings, networking events and 

conference sessions. I wish you a successful market and insightful experiences. Thank you for joining us 

here at ATF and ScreenSingapore.  

 

Thank you. 
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